Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
As long as I controlled the administration we maintained a neutral attitude towards the various races. The Poles regarded us as anti-Polish, because we gave the Lithuanians equal rights with them. I knew we should make no friends by pursuing a neutral policy.
I had purposely held aloof from racial politics, as I knew it would be impossible to deal with this question until the Polish situation had been cleared up. As the Imperial Government did not commit itself to any definite policy, my reserve was justified. In view of the general condition of the country, any political intervention would have been mistimed.
I could therefore not make up my mind to ask the Imperial Chancellor to draw up any definite political programme, and merely kept him informed as to my views.
Every race had its own newspaper which was, of course, subject to censorship. As a German paper, the Kovnoer Zetiung took precedence. For the Press and the censorship, Captain Bertkau acted as my adviser. He combined great energy and a detailed knowledge of Press technicalities with an independent and mature political judgment, and so was of great use to me. He had previously worked with the publishing house of Ulstein, while the editor of the Kovnoer Zeitung, Lieut. Osman, had been on the staff of the Deutsche Tageszeitong. With his strong national feeling, he was just what I wanted.
I gave all newspapers clear instructions to discuss events in Germany in a spirit acceptable to the Imperial Government. I could not, of course, permit any political activity on the part of the people. They were also forbidden to hold meetings.
Despite the necessary limitation of intercourse among the population; I permitted a certain amount of correspondence. I established a local post, with the aid of the Imperial Post Office. Imperial postage stamps were used, surcharged for the territory of the Commander-in-Chief in the East.
Lastly, we allowed freer intercourse between the Lithuanians and Jews and their compatriots in the United States.
We observed with satisfaction that the country was gradually settling down, and that life was once more falling into an orderly
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